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variation in his life. He was mostly in meditation or
rather realisation.
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" For one who rejoices in, and is contented with, the-
Self, there is nothing to do.57

But often when visitors or dependants came up and
wished to clear their doubts, relating mostly to the books'
they had read and had brought with them, he would read.
and master the books with ease, and give a simple explana-
tion based partly on the books and partly on his own expe-
rience. The Swami's teachings would throw clear light on
their problems, and give a new angle of vision; the solution
would then be quite simple. Palaniswami continued to*
bring books from the town. A Sastri from Chidambarami
came up and left his Vivekachudamani (by Sri
Sankaracharya), an excellent manual of Vedantism in
Sanskrit, beyond which one need read nothing to prepare
oneself for self-realization. This, with the help of a Tamil
versified translation "brought by Palaniswami, was master-
ed in no time. Later on the Swami rendered it into easy
Tamil prose at the request of some devotees.

Happy are they who have no history to be written
about them. The SwamTs personal history practically
ended "with his advent to the hill; and thereafter it be-
came really the history of those who went to him and
came under his influence which his biographer had to
write. Though their name is legion, a few * may be

* Any selection seems invidious. But some have to be
selected from those whose spiritual careers have been communi-
cated to the author.